
   What is anarchism? Anarchism is 

fundamentally a critique of State power. 

Anarchists posit that the State represents a 

monopoly on power and control - this is why it 

is frowned upon when civilians are violent, but 

there is no legal issue with acts of political 

violence or coercion such as taxation, war, 

criminal justice, and the restriction of 

unalienable rights. An anarchist critique of the 

State can be summed up with four points: 

   1. People have rights independent of the 

State. 

   2. The State frequently violates some of these 

rights, or holds the potential to violate more. 

   3. Violating these rights is never permissible. 

   4. Thus, all States are illegitimate. 

   Having established this basic, but essential 

anarchist critique of government, it is equally 

important to understand what alternative 

anarchism offers. 

   Anarchist schools of thought vary widely.The 

core principles shared by most, if not all 

Anarchists are: 

   1. That all shall be free and equal, with an 

emphasis on well-being for all. 

   2. All shall extend mutual aid and solidarity 

wherever possible. 

   3. Any form of coercion is unjust. 

   4. All forms of unjustified hierarchy must be 

abolished.  

 

   Anarchists do not propose one single idea, 

but a collection of ideals and lifestyles. 

We do not necessarily believe that all people 

are naturally good, or perfect. We simply 

 believe that a society, small scale or 

large scale, without coercion is feasible and 

completely within our grasp, even as 

imperfect beings. Many opponents of 

anarchism mistake organization for 

government, and believe that anarchism is 

society without organization; this is perhaps 

the most common misconception. 

   Anarchism is not without rules, because 

there are rules that individuals can 

reach consensus on. Of course when rules are 

applied to an entire nation, it can become 

unjust, so anarchism attempts to combat that 

by putting an emphasis on local self- 

determination. Just as only the individual 

knows what is best for themself, only the most 

localized community knows its needs and 

goals.  

   Anarchist organization is based on the idea 

that the individual is free to organize and do 

anything they believe is worthwhile. Whereas, 

under capitalism and the State, tasks are 

motivated by profit far more than by need. 

These systems are inefficient. Global 

agricultural production can feed more than 

1.18 times the global population, yet 868 

million people go hungry. There are more than 

5 vacant homes for every homeless person in 

the U.S. We have the means of well-being for 

all, do not be mistaken. The problem is not 

lack of resources, but the hoarding thereof. 

 

   There are a few objections to 

anarchism, which rarely hold up to the 

slightest bit of scrutiny. The swift 

response that arises to combat those who 

declare themselves Anarchists! These 

fervent, yet misguided oppositions are all 

too common. Let's look at them. 

   A question often flippantly asked of 

Anarchists is, "Who will build the roads?". 

What motivates one to do their work? 

The Self-Determination Theory posits 

that one needs competency, relatedness, 

and autonomy to do their best work as 

well as enjoy it. One must feel that their 

work makes a difference, that is, 
competency. They must have a sense of 

community, therefore, relatedness. 

Thirdly, they must be given reasonable 

authority over their work. When 

capitalism substitutes these factors for 

currency, our only motivation is survival. 

When one feels connected to their 

community, a part of something bigger 

than them, they are far less likely to 

despise their work. Also, in the instance 

of roads, they may be built by a 

community that is in want of roads! Does 

a lack of government stop them? Does 

government hold a magical monopoly on 

the creation of paved surfaces? Is it 

unheard of for a community to take 

initiative to fulfill its own needs? 
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   It is said that Anarchism of any kind would 

never be successful because of human 

nature. It would descend into a chaotic 

bloodbath!  

   This is far from the truth. In 1918, a series 

of anarchistic communes in Ukraine, with a 

collective population of around seven 

million, was formed. This "Free Territory of 

Ukraine" organized itself in accordance to 

anarchist-communist principles. In 1936, 

many sectors of the economy in Catalonia, 

Spain, were delegated amongst anarchist 

and socialist trade unions, and industrial 

productivity doubled almost everywhere 

across the country.  

   One is compelled to ask, "Why aren't these 

communes thriving today?". In both 

situations, these attempts at anarchist- 

communism were thwarted by vastly 

superior military forces, such as the 

Bolsheviks or the fascists. The downfall of 

these societies is not proof anarchism is 

unachievable; the successes of these 

societies is proof it is achievable! What 

could a society accomplish, were it not 

under attack on all fronts by governments 

which declare its existence a threat?  

   Upon the writing of this, a region in 

northern Syria known commonly as Rojava, 

is fighting an ongoing conflict for its survival 

since its de facto autonomy was gained in 

2012. While it is not perfect, it remains an 

ongoing attempt at libertarian socialism, 

held back only by its need to ward off 

external reactionary forces. 

 

   Society has suffered far too long under capital 

and the State. As capitalism and the State 

become increasingly absurd, we must waste no 

time. Local organization and direct action is the 

only way to truly change society. We've done it 

before, and we will do it again.  
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